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EXHIBITING

Paul Hennefeld once again was invited to display his collection
of Gay and Lesbian History on Stamps at Stazmnfest °'83, held in
Madison Square Garden during September. He nad 1ncreased the
size of his exhibit to_three frames (48 vages), thereby being
able to include several additional notables in gay and lesbian
philatelic historg. He was really proud and excited (I, as his
mate, can attest to that) when the A.S.D.A. 2nd the A.T.A. each
oresented him with 2 silver med=2l. This v»articular show had 2
"topicals only" theme; therefore, Paul was competing only with
fellow topical collectors. The judges were demanding, and very
few awards were given out, which made Paul's trophies very
meaningful to him., It is especially incongruous that the A.T.A.,
which 1s procrastinating in establishing our §roup as an official
study unit, has, on the other hand, given Paul an award for the
selfsame subject matter.

One of the directors of Florex '83 saw faul's exhibit in New York
and ultlmatelﬁ extended an iInvitation to Pzul to show his materizl
in St. Petersburg during November. We both agreed, since it would
also be an idezl opportunity to combine a short vacation with
bringin% say and lesbian history to the west coast_of Florida.

we visifted our good GILHS friends, Ken and Ron, while exhibiting
in St. Petersburg. Approximately forty collectors had high-
quality philatelic material in competition. Paul was able to win
2 silver-bronze plague. Ve thought this show was handled very
professionally, the critique by the judges of a2ll the exhibitors’
displays quite informative, and almost everyone had a_very positive
attitude %oward Paul's subject matter. As we were walking down
the hall toward the display area, we overhezrd z group of elderly
women excitedly saying to one another, "l12t's see the gay exhibit
first.” After the show, we spent a reIRX%nﬁ weik at Ke¥ west,

%e stayed at the Oasis. This 1s a beautiful, clean VicTorian
guest house with a2 lovely pool. Ve recommend it highly.

Im%e%iat%%y after retgrniﬂgbfgothigri%g. zaglthad gg ge{ hﬁs
act together agzin and exhlbit igs first internationz W
Parkils) §1 'Q?Lagnce again 2t Madgson Square Garden. éev?rai b
memoers stopped by to see the display, which again received an

award.

In the 1 % yezr period since Paul first thought about mounting his
rzndom collection of gay and lesbian stamps, as a result of prodding
by his philatelic friends, the display has grown and improved
nicely. However, in order to ever dream of acquiring a higher
auali%y award, the exhibit will have to be greatly exvanded to

six or eight frames, and Paul will have to continue th=t elusive
search for better covers, scarcer material, essays, proofs, on znd

on, all of which scores points on the judges' tzlly sheets.

It has been an exciting year for us, notwithstanding Paul's
surgery in the soring. We hove you all have a wonderful 1934!

Floon DUl

ATA Life #1746



OSCAR WILDE

By Josevh anning
ATA Life member # 1730

OSCAR WILDE

1980 EURDPA issue. Toulouse-Lautrec pzinted the portrzit feztured
on thie 13n Trieh stamp,

Martyrdom is 2z term which usuzlly conjures up pictures of ezrly

Christizns, lions and Romzn emperors. Yet, Osczr Wilde, who was none
of the =bove, was a mzrtyr also, beczuse he espoused 2 minority idea
of morzlity th=t upset the established view of his day not unlike

the first follovwers of Chricst.

Osczr Fingzl O0'Flahertie Wills ¥Wilde wzs born in Dublin during
18354, He wzs the son of a2 prominent eye znd ezr surgeon and a2n Irish
Nztionzlist poetess. His early yezrs were spent in greazt comfort,
despite 2 sex scandal that rocked Irish society when his father was
accused of being too familizr with his fem=zle pztients. The family
fortunes were severely reversed, however, by the sudden dezth of the
elder Vilde when Oscar was twenty. The fzmily moved to London when
Izdy Wilde wzs 2ble to receive z government pension.

tt his various schools, Trinity (Jublin) znd lzgdelene (Oxford),

Oscar wrote poetry and beczme the "leader"” of the Ae
which was a2n artsy, snobbish group of students dedic
of beauty.

de
thete MNovement
ted to the idezals

In 1884 he married Constznce Lloyd, =zn heiress, and fzthered
two boys, Cyril and Vyvyzn, who were lzter given the surnzme of
Hollznd after Oscar's disgrace. During this period, Wilde's income,
other than his wife's 2nnuity, was bzased upon privately-nrintgj
poetry, essays and lecture tours. These tours were often hastily
arr>nged whenever the press of creditors got too close for comfort.



= i roof ets from his early
yezrs znd ezrl y love eﬂcn shows Jscar hszd = 34_te for mzle
comnznions, z fact th t 1c somehow denied by mzny of his hetero-
sexuzl biogrzphers. At zny rzte, Jsczr's f1r=t documenteld mzle
%gggr wze Fobert Rocs, who was 2n undergrzduzte when they met in
520

Not long after tasting the joys of mzle love, Osczr's liter=ry
tzlents seemed to finzlly zrrive. His writing beczme prolific ani
more importzntly for him, financizlly rewzrding. . successful
collection of fairy tzles, Tﬂﬂqﬂéf"V Prince, wis followed by z
furor over the "DPortrait of W.H.  VWNICH € ec;l,;'te4 that 2 boy
actor vzc the inspirzation of the °hake=ne+rear sonnets Next
came candzlous book (his only novel) The Picture of Jorizn Grzv.
In 18 94 he achieved extreme success zas 9 drzmatist with "“izdy
Windermere's Fan", a comedy about mznners and morzles, This ols
wze followed by gnother wst Woman of No TII&"‘OI“t«;"l"“". Durinzg g*’
he wrote a very dec=dent "Szlome" %hl““ was not =zllowed to b=
nerformed publicly in Znglesnd. This setback wzs short-lived, as
he scored a dzzzling success '.-xJ_t“n vtn Idezl Husband® and "The Im~or-
tance of Being Zzrnést". A4S = f;xr_her, Osczr sesmei to thine
ever brighter with each new play His silver lining did not appes=r
to have a cloud attached.

Personally, Oscar's life was not very trsz ﬂ“Ull Lete in 18921,
he met Lora ﬂlfrea gouglas the Xoun:er son_of the liarguess of
Jueensbur wilde 1n=tantl fell for the clzssic beaufy of the tov.
Dougleas, Klmself only 1nterested in young men, enjoyed the flatterin
attent*ons of the older gaﬂluc Juring the ensuins years, Jouglas
kent their sexuzl relztions to an gbsolute mirnimum but delighted in
chackings Iondon Saclety to the Tullest by posing as “"Oscer boy" .

Tozether, “fhey were to live out one of the most tragic relationthins
in the history of gay people.

Things finzlly came to a hezd in 1825 “hen 2 roman 2 clef czlled
The Green Carnation appeared in whlch Wilde and Douglas were brozdly

sat_rlzed Green, at the time, was the color of homosexuzls, not
unlike lazvender is perceived toany. Though published anonymously,
the book was generally thought to have been vritten by Wilde, him-
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gelZ, In_= rzge 2%t having his son rizileuled, K[uUesnsbury :rr;x~ e
q:l;e's clut =znd lefi = csirg - "To osgar \ilde, -osing == SomaciIte
g & Oscar, despite adv1ce from his friends, _sued “for 11091
?1thln two day= after the start of the trizl, Wilde withdrew hic

suit., Irrepzrable dazmage was wrezked by the testimony of the boy
prostitutes who were czlled in as defense witnesses, That same
evening, Osczr was arrested on charges of homosexuzlity.

The trizl thzt followed ended five dzys lzter in

g2 jury diss-
eement. The third trial ended with Wilde receiving 2 Eentence of
wo years hard labor, While_in jail, he wrote a long confessional

essay to Douglas called "Oe Profiindis".

out of jail, divorced, bankrupt, aeﬂrivej of his children 2znd

5¢ w ote his laﬂt work - "The Ballad of Readln
ﬁégl%lfg ggégegﬁou %ﬁe gnhumanlt of pricon llfe. li %o
Paris and then to Ttaly where he had a reunion with Alfred The
arrangement did not work well and after a2 gquzarrel zbout money, they
narted., Back in Paris, the writer lapsed into heavy drinking and

died November 30, 1900 of a brain abcess, two years after his release.



Wilde was first buried =t
Ezgneux Jemetery, in Pzris, but in
1273 his remzins were interrez in
Pere Lz Chsise where a2 large zngel-
like sculvture marks the clzce.
Czrved on the bzck of the monument
are lines from "Rezding Gaol":

and alien tezars will mourn for hinm
Pity's long brokxen urn
For his mourners will be outczst men,

tnd outcasts zlwzys mourn.

Trelznd (Eire),
irth, honorei
e
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puring Oscar's visit to the USA in
1882, he met with Walt whltman 1in
Camden, NJ.
time together, g
talking to the Dress.
treated Wilde to homemzde elderberry
wine and milk punch.

The two poets had a fine

posing for photos, and
Afterwzrd Wzlt

Portrait of Sarah Bernhzrdt, by
Jules Bzstien-Iepage, issued
ey 15, 1945, commemorzting the
122th. znniverszry of her birth,
Qscar zdored Szrzh Bernhzrdt.
The zctress starred in m=ny of
his plzys. Wwhen she wzs in
Zngland the plazywright helped
secure her fame. She in turn
did nothing to help him during
or after his imprisonment

tivorge Fernar Shaw

Painting of George Bernzrd Shaw,
by 2lick Ritchie. Europz issue,
May 7, 1969.

w was not 2 close friend of
e; however, he drew up a
tion seeking Oscar's pardon
end relezse from prison. Few
persons would sign the document.
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Willz: The Life of Willa Czther.

By Phyllis C. Rotinson

Joublizy, NY, 1983

Thomzs Mann Diaries, 1218-1233.

Selection & forewvord by Hermann

Kesten, RHekry -H. £by=zms, Inc., Y., 1232

The Life of ILorenz Hickok, Eleanor Roosevelt's
Friend. By DJoris Fzber, Willizm ¥Morrow & Co.,
"TY 13:‘"(-\
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m 'The Body Poltic'
2da's Gay newSDaoer

The Swedish government has issued a special
post office cancellation mark in honour of Gay
| Pride Week in Stockhoim, August 15 to 21.

Ceigbrations organized by RFSL Stockholm in-

clugad a march through the city, an art show

and an interfaith church service.
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August 1, Herman Melville

Qctober 11, Eleznor 3oo0sevelt

Martin Greif has included 2z photo of Paul
Hennefeld with his stamp exhibit in his

The G ement Calendar 1984, It can
be ordered from:

The Main Street Press
William Case House

Pittstown, NJ 088647
@ $6.95 pluss $1.25 postage/handling.



